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For Immediate Release
Date: Monday, September 12, 2022

Owen Marc Laurion: socio-tecture
September 29 - October 22, 2022
Reception: September 30, 3:30-5:30pm, artist in attendance
Artist Talk: 4pm, September 30 in Hartnett Gallery
Gallery Hours: Wednesday - Saturday 12-7pm

Owen Marc Laurion, sunny side up, 2022

Rochester, NY — Hartnett Gallery is pleased to present socio-tecture, a solo exhibition of works
by University of Rochester alumnus Owen Marc Laurion.
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Socio-tecture addresses the relationship between building worlds and building selves. It takes a
surrealist touch to make sense of our everyday lives - it’s a messy process of trial and error,
bricolage, and appropriation. Socio-tecture touches on the labor and craft it takes to build
identities which suit ourselves while revealing similar energy to conceive ethical spaces. At the
root of the work lies an ongoing inquiry of the problems of individuality as perpetuated
through capitalism. By exploring the similarities between ‘selves’ and ‘scapes’ the hope is to
reveal the importance of relationships over narratives of autonomy or singularity.

Sculptures included in the exhibition are made with this tectonic force in mind - they are
collages of both material and genre. These works, whether wall hung or standing, reveal the
similarities at the conceptual core of architecture, geologies, objects or culture. With reference
to landscape production in art history, as well as ideas from human ecology and
geo-humanism, this body of work explores the fraught nature of our everyday lives through the
manipulation of construction materials, ceramic sculptures, and images.

Owen Marc Laurion grew up in New Hampshire where he developed an early and broad
interest in the arts and visual culture. Owen earned his BA from the University of Rochester in
Anthropology and Philosophy and later, his MFA in Sculpture from the San Francisco Art
Institute. Exhibiting nationally, Owen’s work has also been included in the permanent collection
of the Cedar Rapids Museum of Art. A multi-discipline artist, Owen presented a Co-Lecture at
NCECA 2018 titled “Seeking Ethical Craft” and has completed residencies at the Vermont
Studio Center, The North Carolina Pottery Center, Starworks and the Iowa Ceramics Center and
Glass Studio. Owen and his wife recently moved to Iowa City, IA and in Spring of 2023 Owen
will be participating in a short term residency at the Red Lodge Clay Center in Red Lodge, MT.

For more, visit the artist’s website: www.owenlaurion.com

The University of Rochester’s Hartnett Gallery is a student-supported contemporary art gallery.
Named for alumnus John B. Hartnett, this unique gallery space was designed by the renowned
architects of I.M. Pei and Associates in 1972. Hartnett presents 5 exhibitions each academic
year. These vary from solo shows to group exhibitions featuring local, state, national, and
international artists, with an undergraduate juried exhibition held each year. A wide variety of
media and genres are shown, including sculpture, photography, painting, video, and
installation work, as well as curatorial and community projects.

Admission to the gallery, receptions, and presentations is free and the gallery is open to the
public.
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