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HARTNETT GALLERY PRESENTS 
Sarah Friedland: Assembled Choreographies 

On view, March 29—April 26, 2021, virtual Hartnett Gallery 
 

 
Shown: Sarah Friedland, Video still from Crowds, 2019 

Rochester, NY, March 16, 2021—Opening March 29, 2021, Hartnett Gallery presents Sarah 
Friedland: Assembled Choreographies, the first digital presentation of CROWDS (2019). 
Friedland’s work between moving images and moving bodies explores the politics of movements 
and gestures through hybrid forms that blend documentary, fiction, and experimental dance film. 
Her choreographic practice integrates found movements from archival research, what Friedland 
calls “embodied interviewing”, improvisation, and adaptation, gathering together communities of 
performers and movers who range from professional dancers to students and aging individuals. 

Friedland has designed a new digital interface for CROWDS with new media artist and designer 
Jonas Eltes to translate the 3-channel installation for an online audience for the first time. 
CROWDS investigates the choreography of crowd typologies and the slippages between them, 
blurring and destabilizing the thresholds between crowds in worship, protest, riot, and fascist 
spectacle, among others.  

The exhibition program of Assembled Choreographies also includes a screening of Drills (2020) 
and Home Exercises (2017) which comprise the first two films in Friedland’s trilogy centered on 
the politics of movement exercises. Drills interweaves active shooter drills restaged in a high 
school, corporate and tech start-up office meditation, and a reperformance of Boy Scout drills 
based on the 1917 Boy Scout manual, asking, as Friedland puts it, “what futures we are 
preparing for through the exercises embodying present anxieties.” Home Exercises focuses on 
elders’ movements and gestures in domestic space, tracing choreographic patterns in the 
physicality of aging.  
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The exhibition also includes a new commissioned writing piece featuring a discussion between 
Sarah Friedland and Tess Takahashi, a Toronto-based scholar, writer, and programmer who 
focuses on experimental moving image arts. 

Sarah Friedland: Assembled Choreographies is curated by Almudena Escobar López, Graduate 
Director of Hartnett Gallery. On April 12th at 8pm (EST), the Hartnett Gallery will present a one 
time online screening featuring Drills (2020) and Home Exercices (2017), followed by a 
conversation with the artist. To receive the link to the webinar, please register in advance at 
Hartnett’s website.  
 
About the artist  
Sarah Friedland is a filmmaker and choreographer working at the intersection of moving images 
and moving bodies. Her work has been screened, installed, and performed across film, art, and 
dance venues including New York Film Festival, New Directors/New Films, Ann Arbor Film 
Festival, BAMcinématek, Performa19 Biennial, La MaMa Galleria, Sharjah Art Foundation, 
MAM Rio, Wassaic Project, the American Dance Festival and Dixon Place, among many others. 
She recently completed the AIM Emerging Artist Fellowship at The Bronx Museum.  
 
About Hartnett Gallery 
The University of Rochester’s Hartnett Gallery is a student-supported, professional art gallery. 
Hartnett schedules and presents 5 to 7 exhibitions each academic year. These vary from solo 
shows to group exhibitions featuring local, state, national, and international artists, with an 
undergraduate juried exhibition held each year. A wide variety of media and genres are shown, 
including sculpture, photography, painting, video, and installation work, as well as curatorial and 
community projects. On occasion, Hartnett Gallery also plans exhibitions in conjunction with 
local institutions such as the Memorial Art Gallery and the Visual Studies Workshop. Hartnett 
Gallery is funded by the University of Rochester Students’ Association and the venture fund 
from the office of the President of the University of Rochester. Assembled Choreographies is 
also supported by the Art and Art History Department of the University of Rochester, the Film 
and Media Studies Department of the University of Rochester, the Graduate Program in Visual 
and Cultural Studies (VCS), and the University Committee for Interdisciplinary Studies.  
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